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says minister 


PLANNING laws are deliberately 
biased in favour of gipsies and 
travellers, a Government minis- 
ter has finally admitted. 

After years of official denials on the 
issue. Communities Secretary Shahid 
Malik confessed that travelling fami- 
lies are treated different ly from 'the 
settled community’ 

Justifying the policy, the minister suld 
‘Fairness does not mean treating people 
equally; it means addressing the differ- 
ent needs of different ppople ' 

Mr Malik’s confession has been hailed 
by campaigners as a 'long awaited 
admission of the truth* which they say 
reveals the way planning laws are 
weighted in favour of gipsies and 
travellers 

And it explains why many, If not most, 
local campaigns against, unauthorised or 
proposed encampments are doomed to 
failure, no matter how Justified the objec- 
tions may be. 

Mr Malik made his comment during a 
little -noticed parliamentary debate lost 
month. 

Liberal Democrat MP Steve Webb told 
the minister that his Gloucestershire 
constituents were furiaus that gipsies 
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had been allowed to comp on protected 
Oreen Melt, land that had previously been 
turned down for resident in) housing. 

Mr Webb claimed that planning anor 
ehy’ had jet in whereby t ravelling people 
dellhrrat ely flout planning law In the 
knowledge that local councils which are 
under Government pressure to find more 
caravan sites would eventually rule In 
their favour 

The MP said ‘There is a feeling umong 
those who have contacted me that peo 
pic do nol hnve equal rights and rejspon 
stbllltles. but that there arc separate 
rules and outcomes for different groups.’ 

The system, claimed Mr Webb, Is mak- 
ing his ronwtituents resentful 

Mr Malik renlied: ‘Fairness is what the 
Department (nr Communities and Local 
Government my department and the 
Government are all about, but fairness 
does nol mean treating people equally, It 
means addressing the different needs of 
different people 

•The need to provide adequate sites far 
gipsies and travellers is a challenging one 
for local authorities, hut that is Just one 
of the many challenges that authorities 
regularly deal with/ The Chambers 

English Dictionary defines fair- 
ness as ‘honesty, impartiality, 
Justice’ 

Mr Malik's apparent redeflni 
tlon of the word stems from 
the Government’s decision In 
2000 to classify gipsies and 
Irish travellers as distinct. 
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‘Spedal 
treatment’ 

manent gipsy and traveller 
sites - conferred extra rights 
upon these groups under both 
race relations and human 
rights legislation 
In 2M5, the Office of the 
Deputy Prime Minister Issued 
council planners with a so- 
called ‘good practice guide’ 
telling them how to deal with 
gipsy and traveller camps. 

The guide says: ’Some plan 
nera . , . think that “treating 
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everyone the same” helps to 
ensure equality Bi 
the case Explicit recognition 
of difference Is needed to 
ensure that the right action 
can he taken to deliver a 
planning service responsive to 
different needs within the com 
munltles It serves ’ 

Critics say this means that In 
any planning battle, an argu- 
ment twtween a ‘settled’ family 
and their traveller neighbours 
Is a dispute not between 
equals, but twa groups with 


ALt George Frost, the owner of three not 
particularly productive fields In Norfolk, 
wanted was a place where he could shelter 
from the rain and make a cup of tea. 

So he asked his local council for permission 
to put a caravan on his land on the outskirts 
of the village of Carleton Rode. Not one of 
the 777 villagers objected. 

Unfortunately for him, however, his fields 
were In a ’protected area* under the local 
development plan, and his application was 
rejected. 

Last year Mr Frost, now retired, sold the 
fields to John Levcrldge, who applied to put 
six mobile homes and two touring caravans 
on the site. At last week's packed planning 


meeting of South Norfolk Council, 173 local 

people objected. 

But Mr Leverldge Is a Romany gipsy. 
And even though he has lived for II years 
In a bungalow nearby, he told the meeting 
that he wanted to return to his traditional 
travelling ways. 

South Norfolk planning officer Chris Trett 
said that according to Government targets, 
there Is an ‘Inadequate’ supply of pitches for 
gipsies In the area, and councillors were 
warned that discrimination against gipsies 
and Irish travellers Is unlawful. 

So although the fields remain protected 
Mr Leverldye’% application was passed by 
the council. 


different legal rights und 
privileges 

In June, thi* Dally Mull 
revi-aled that the number of 
legal gipsy and traveller idb-n 
has quadrupled to 1.270 over 
the past ten yeurs 

Ovi-r the fcariM' period, UJegaJ 
sites more than doubled to 
3,1180 Horne illegul sites are 
thrown up over a Bank Holiday 
weekend, when council plan 


nlng enforcement officers are 
away from their desks. By the 
time they return, It is too lute 
to do anything about the 
encampments 
Conservative local govern 
merit spokesman Bob Neill 
Said It’s not lair that planning 
applications arc treated differ 
ent.ly purely because of the 
type of person who is applying 
- the same, ronslstcnl rules 


should apply whatever your 

background. 

‘Under Labour, law abiding 
families who work hard and 
pay their taxes face n uns of 
red tape to extend their 
houses, whilst travellers are 
given special treatment to con 
eret.e over the Oreen Beit and 
defy pluxmlng rules ’ 
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Half of best pension schemes to close 
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HALF of Britain’s companies will have 
closed their generous defined benefit 
pension schemes to existing members 
wllhln three years, a study suggests. 

Three quarter s of firms operating su« h 
sr hemes, whlrh ln< lude final salary pen 
slons, have already shut them to new 
staff Only 0 per cent have so far dosed 
them to existing employees. 

However, a study try < onsult ants Wat son 
Wyatl found l hat 30 per t eul believe they 
will he In this position liy 2012 
file report will stoke further fears over 
the extent of Britain's pensions crisis 
after almost all blue i hip companies 
admit led earlier this year (hat I heir final 
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salary sc hemes are un-vos! alnahle. It c on 
firms that private sector workers fa< »• a 
bleak future, with dozens of generous 
company schemes on the verge of being 
wound up. 

Watson Wyatt said that If Its prediction 
of many more closures Is borne out, 
around one million people saving for 
retirement through a defined benefit 
scheme will be forced to Join an alterna- 
tive, less generous, one 

In a further blow to workers It found 
that of those companies which have 
already closed their schemes to new 


entrants, 2D per cent expec f to keep their 
defined benefit sc heme open to existing 
members, but on levs generous terms. 

A quarter did not expect to make any 
changes hut this Includes If) per cent who 
have already made their schemes less 
generous The number of schemes still 
open to new Joiners Is expected to dwin- 
dle to Just 2 per cent by 20)2. 

Watson Wyatt surveyed more than 230 
employers about their pension pianv 
Final salary schemes have run fnto trou- 
ble because a growing number of employ - 
ers say they cost too much Falling share 
prtc es have hit the assets of many schemes, 
forcing employers to prop them up. 





